A Literary Analysis of George Orwell’s,
Eighty-Four and Other Dystopic Texts

Nineteen

Write a literary analysis using George Orwell's Nineteen Eighty-Four, and at
least one of the following texts:
•
•
•
•

Margaret Atwood's poem, It's Dangerous To Read Newspapers
Blaine Harden excerpt from, Escape From Camp 14
Kurt Wimmer' film, Equilibrium,
The Wachowskis’ film, V for Vendetta

The literary analysis must use one of the THESIS STATEMENTS developed by the
class, and basically answer the question: how does George Orwell's Nineteen
Eighty-Four, and V for Vendetta, Equilibrium, “Escape from Camp 14,” or “It's
Dangerous to Read Newspapers”, show us that (fill in the thesis statement)?
Our modern Western world mirrors the saccharine utopia envisioned in NineteenEighty Four and Equilibrium. Our society utilizes “safe surveillance” like
telescreens, and prescribes Prrozac like Prozium. It is a faux ideal constructed and permeated through our own Ministries of truth – the Media.
Orwell’s 1984, Wimmer’s Equilibrium, and Harden’s article, “Escape From Camp
14,” depict oppressive governments functioning by manipulating citizens’ minds,
by focusing on external conflicts, isolating societies, and leaving citizens
defenceless.
In the article, “Escape From Camp 14,” and the novel, 1984, fear is used to
control and manipulate people by making them fear that someone is always watching them (Big Brother), making them fear that you are in constant physical danger and making you believe that your independent thoughts are “diseased”.
Emotions can be manipulated or redirected towards the desired agenda, but not
completely eliminated. Both dystopic “civilizations” in the film, Equilibrium,
and the novel, 1984 understand the theory that emotions can be suppressed but
only temporarily, by the enforcing of compulsory drugs and the monitoring of
thoughts and actions.
The manipulation tactics - as described in the novel, 1984, and the article,
Escape from Camp 14 - can break the “I” right out of you, from the endless
twisting of “truths to myriad methods of physical and psychological torture and
erase the growth of the individual until the individual ceases to exist.
In the novel, 1984, and films, V for Vendetta, and Equilibrium, the leaders manipulate their people through fear, force and faith.

The Literary Analysis must be using proper ANALYTIC PARAGRAPHS:
The analysis must include the following:
1. Strong arguable thesis and topic sentences.
1. Clear and compelling introductory paragraph (general ideas dealing with
the topic that lead to the thesis) and strong body paragraphs.
1. Properly formatted analytical paragraphs using direct quotes from the
texts that provide evidence deep and insightful understanding if the
texts.
1. Strong and sophisticated use of sentence variety (i.e. Balanced, antithesis, simple, anaphora, anadiplosis).
1. Strong and sophisticated use of original rhetorical language and vocabulary (i.e. metaphor, alliteration).
1. Thorough revision and editing process.
1. Provide a legend of the rhetorical devices (i.e. metaphors, personification) and rhetorical sentence patterns (i.e. anaphora) that are used in
the analysis.
1. Consult sample Literary Explications (Analysis) at
www.edge-integrity.weebly.com for guidance on structure and form, as well
as the sample Analytic Paragraphs used towards the beginning of the
course. A useful website on constructing thesis statements can be found at
http://www.indiana.edu/~wts/pamphlets/thesis_statement.shtml
1. The essay - first draft and editing - should take no longer than two inclass periods. The final, word-processed draft must be submitted on the assigned day or the first draft will be evaluated.
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