
f i l m  / b o o k   r e v i e w  o u t l i n e 

[ s a m p l e ]

	p a r t  o f  

p a r a g r a p h 
	# o f  

sentences
	e x a m p l e 

	Opening statement of opinion about the overall film/book.
	1 - 2
	Viewing David Fincher’s 2011 film, The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo, is like eating a handful of sour candies. The visuals are ghoulishly sour and dehydrating, yet addicting like relentless jolts of nicotine to the brain. 


The incarnation of Lisbeth Salander, played exquisitely by Rooney Mara, left me clawing and craving for more. Her performance brought to life the already vivid, lively words of Steig Larsson's immortal anti-hero. I can not see one without the other. A perfect synthesis of my imagination and the Salander that will live on the screen.

	

	B    O    D    Y
	
	P      A      R    A    G    R    A    P    H

	Topic sentence that expands on the aspect of the film/book you are focusing on.
	1
	Mara’s performance made this already devout and delirious connoisseur of Larsson’s Girl Trilogy determined to keep the books in permanent rotation on all devices.


Her performance mythologized and cemented the face of Lisbeth Salander as the quiet, shadowy, yet intense, voice of those who are forgotten and dismissed, outcast and exploited. She is the voice of half of one percent. A voice that slices silently, not crushes violently. She shows us that a big mind will destroy big money or big weapons any day. 

	

	C   O   N   C   L   U   D    I   N   G
	
	P    A    R    A    G    R    A    P    H

	Topic sentence that restates opinion of aspect of film/book.
	1 - 2
	The film is important. It is important as a film; it is important as a link to the novels; it is important because it is a reflection of the darkness of our world and how fixing it is not a pretty task.

	Explain why the reader should or should not view the film or read the book. 
	1 - 2
	But the message is that the darkness can be fixed. And that is why this film is important to watch.


[ o u t l i n e ]          

	p a r t  o f  

p a r a g r a p h 
	# o f  

sentences
	e x a m p l e 

	Opening statement of opinion about the overall film/book.
	1 - 2
	

	Statement of opinion about an aspect (i.e. performance, story, music) of the film/book.
	2 - 3
	

	B    O    D    Y
	
	P      A      R    A    G    R    A    P    H

	Topic sentence that expands on the aspect of the film you are focusing on.
	1
	

	Explanation of WHY and/or HOW you have come to your opinion. Use details from the film/book. 
	4 - 5
	

	C   O   N   C   L   U   D    I   N   G
	
	P    A    R    A    G    R    A    P    H

	Topic sentence that restates opinion of aspect of film/book
	1 - 2
	

	Explain why the reader should or should not view the film or read the book. 
	1 - 2
	



